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Background

The transgender and gender diverse (TGGD) population in the United States is estimated

to be around 1.4 million, constituting 0.6% of the United States adult population.  There exists no

census data to back this estimate and may be higher in the younger population in Europe. It is

well known that cancer screening has led to a decrease in cancer mortality. Many organizations

including American Cancer Society (ACS) and United States Preventive Services Task Force

(USPSTF)  have  clear  recommendations  for  the  early  detection  of  cancer  in  cis-gender

individuals.

 However,  the TGGD population currently has no cancer screening recommendations

specific to the TGGD population. The World Professional Association for Transgender Health, a

non-profit,  interdisciplinary  professional  and educational  organization  devoted to  transgender

health, states that due to a lack of prospective studies, there is not enough evidence for the

recommendation  of  the  appropriate  type  and  frequency  of  screening  in  this  population.

In addition to screening, no studies have commented on gender affirming surgery (GAS)

and  its  impact  on  the  screening,  management,  and  surveillance  of  cancer  in  the  TGGD

population. Special considerations must be made during planning for GAS as surgery will alter

the anatomy and may render the organ difficult to sample for screening purposes i.e., prostate

evaluation following the penile inversion vaginoplasty in the transgender woman.  A discussion

with the patient regarding the oncologic risk of remaining organs is imperative prior to GAS.

Of note, this congress aims to review the current practice patterns with regard to cancer

screening and management in each sex-specific organ for the TGGD population 


